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2 January, 2019
	 •	 President Ram Nath Kovind 

has nominated Justice A K 
Sikri as Executive Chairman 
of National Legal Services 
Authority (NALSA).

	 •	 He will be replacing Justice Madan B Lokur.
	 •	 The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) has 

been constituted under the Legal Services Authorities 
Act, 1987 to provide free Legal Services to the 
weaker sections of the society.

2 January, 2019
	 •	Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) Rajiv 

Mehrishi was elected as Vice-Chair of United 
Nations (UN) Panel of Auditors at its annual 
meeting held in New York.

	 •	In this meeting CAG of UK was also appointed 
as Chair of Panel for another term (2019).
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NEW CHAIRMAN OF ORDNANCE FACTORY BOARD

5 January, 2019
	 •	The Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE) presented the National 
Entrepreneurship Awards 2018 by honouring 30 
outstanding young entrepreneurship ecosystem 
builders for their exceptional contribution in 
entrepreneurship development at a ceremony 
held in New Delhi.

	 •	Those honoured included:
 – Roshan Kahtoon, 23, from Bihar, who despite 

her physical disability, has beaten all odds 
and has set up a small bangle manufacturing 
unit.

 – Shruthi Reddy Sethi, 33, of Kolkata, who 
began Anthyesti Funeral Services to provide 
end-to-end funeral management.

 – Sumpaaged, 35, of the Nyishi tribe, Arunachal 
Pradesh, who is successfully running piggery 
farms and fisheries and helping local people, 
women, housewives and unemployed youth 
with quality training and livelihood support. 

 – Mahipal Chary Kadivendi, 38, of Telangana, 
who has developed a self-propelled weeder-
cum-cultivator that can be used for a number 
of agricultural processes such as hoeing, 
weeding, tilling, sowing and also for applying 
fertilizer or insecticides.

NATIONAL ENTREPENEURSHIP AWARD

4 January, 2019
	 •	 Kathak exponent Anindita 

Neogy Anaam has been 
honoured with the prestigious 
National Nritya Shiromani 
award for her contribution 
towards preserving and promoting the dance form 
across the world.

	 •	 She has acquainted herself with both Jaipur and 
Lucknow Gharana of the art-form.

NATIONAL NRITYA SHIROMANI AWARD

AWARDS
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14 January, 2019
	 •	Renowned writer Namita 

Gokhale was awarded Sushila 
Devi Literature Award for 
her work ‘Things to Leave 
Behind’.

	 •	She was honoured in the ‘Best 
Book of Fiction Written by a 
Woman Author’ category at the inaugural edition 
of Bhopal Literature and Art Festival. 18 January, 2019

	 •	The Union Government has 
announced the winners for 
International Gandhi Peace Prize. 
The awards were announced for 
the years 2015, 2016, 2017 and 
2018 after a gap of four years.

	 •	The winners are selected by a jury headed by 
the Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha, the Chief Justice of India and 
two other eminent persons.

	 •	The government has announced the names of 
Vivekananda Kendra in Kanyakumari (2015), 
Akshaya Patra Foundation and  Sulabh International  
(2016), Ekal Abhiyan Trust (2017) and Yohei 
Sasakawa (2018) for the International Gandhi 
Peace Prize.

SUSHILA DEVI LITERATURE AWARD

GANDHI PEACE PRIZE

14 January, 2019
	 •	Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi was 
awarded the first 
ever Philip Kotler 
Presidential Award.

 • The  Award aims to spread examples of individuals 
and companies who create an innovative culture 
for the economic, social and technological 
advancements of an industry or of a country.

FIRST-EVER  PHILIP KOTLER PRESIDENTIAL 
AWARD GIVEN

15 January, 2019

	 •	The Hindu Literary Prize was instituted to honour 
writers who have spent their lifetime bringing 
forth the human spirit through their words and 
ideas.

	 •	The recipients this year are 
 – English writer Neelum Saran Gour, author of 

Requiem in Raga Janki bagged The Hindu 
Prize 2018 for Fiction.

 – Activist Manoranjan Byapari, author of 
Interrogating My Chandal Life: An Autobiography 
of a Dalit, bagged The Hindu Prize 2018 for 
Non-fiction.

 – The Hindu Young World-Goodbooks Award 
for Best Book Fiction went to Venita Coelho 
for Boy No: 32.

THE HINDU LITERARY PRIZE 2018

 – A Brush with Indian Art of Mamta Nainy 
received The Hindu Young World-Goodbooks 
Award for Best Book Non-fiction.

 – Vinayak Varma’s Angry Akku received The 
Hindu Young World-Goodbooks Award for Best 
Picture Book: Story.

 – Rajiv Eipe’s Ammachi’s Amazing Machines 
received The Hindu Young World-Goodbooks 
Award for Best Picture Book: Illustration.

22 January, 2019
	 •	 Prabha Khaitan Woman’s 

Voice Award popularly 
known as Woman’s Voice 
Award aims to recognise 
and encourage creative 
writing by women in India, 
to help build a network of women writers across 
India by creating a forum for their work and to 
support the publication of new creative writing 
by women in India. It is a joint initiative between 
Oxford Bookstore and Prabha Khaitan Foundation.

	 •	 US-based Indian poet Ranjani Murali received the 
‘Woman’s Voice Award’ at the Apeejay Kolkata 
Literary Festival (AKLF).

WOMAN’S VOICE AWARD

24 January, 2019
	 •	The ICC awardees are selected by a process 

wherein ICC Selection Committee comprising 

ICC AWARDS 2018
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7 January, 2019
	 •	According to an 

article in Journal of 
Threatened Taxa, the 
research has found that 
raising water salinity 
level is threatening the 
habitat of Gangetic river dolphins.

	 •	The findings of the Survey are:
 – No sighting record for Gangetic dolphin in 

waterways wherever the salinity level crosses 
10 parts per trillion (ppt).

 – The increase in salinity in the eastern and 
central region of Sundarbans has affected the 
habitat of the Gangetic Dolphin.

 – The increase in the salinity was due to 
hydrological changes such as reduction in 
freshwater flow, reduced discharge from 
barrages, runoff from adjacent agricultural lands 
and river water abstraction for irrigation.

GANGETIC DOLPHINS EFFECTED BY SALINITY

26 January, 2019
	 •	Ashoka Chakra is India’s 

highest peacetime military 
decoration awarded for 
valour, courageous action 
or self-sacrifice away from 
the battlefield and it is peacetime equivalent of  
Param Vir Chakra which is awarded for the most 
conspicuous bravery or some daring or pre-eminent 
valour or self-sacrifice in the battlefield.

	 •	India’s highest peacetime gallantry honour, Ashoka 
Chakra was awarded to Lance Naik Nazir Wani 
posthumously.

	 •	The award was presented by President Ram Nath 
Kovind and was received by Wani’s wife and mother 
at the Republic Day celebrations held at Rajpath.

ASHOKA CHAKRA AWARD

26 January, 2019
	 •	The Bharat Ratna is the 

highest civilian award of 
the Republic of India. 
Instituted in 1954, the 
award is conferred “in 
recognition of exceptional service/performance 
of the highest order”, without distinction of race, 
occupation, position, or sex. 

	 •	The 2019 Bharat Ratna award has been bestowed 
upon former President Pranab Mukherjee, Nanaji 
Deshmukh,social worker who advocated education  
and singer Bhupen Hazarika. Nanaji Deshmukh 
and singer Bhupen Hazarika were awarded Bharat 
Ratna posthumously.

BHARAT RATNA AWARDS 2019

eminent former players selects the finalists for 
the various awards.

	 •	The ICC awards 
recognise and honour 
the best international 
cricket players of the 
previous 12 months.

	 •	The ICC awards 2018 list: Sir Garfield Sobers 
Trophy for ICC Cricketer of the Year: Virat Kohli; 
ICC Men’s Test Player of the Year: Virat Kohli; 
ICC ODI Player of the Year: Virat Kohli; ICC 
Emerging Player of the Year: Rishabh Pant. ICC 
Associate Player of the Year: Calum MacLeod; 
T20I Performance of the Year: Aaron Finch; ICC 
Spirit of Cricket award: Williamson; and Umpire 
of the Year: Kumar Dharmasena.

	 •	Lance Naik Nazir Wani also holds the distinction 
of being the first Kashmiri to be conferred the 
Ashoka Chakra.

2 January, 2019
	 •	Japan has announced its 

decision to withdraw from 
the International Whaling 
Commission (IWC).

	 •	The withdrawal would 
enable Japan to resume 
commercial whaling activities.

	 •	It has said that it would undertake commercial 
whaling  from July 2019 limited to Japan’s 
territorial waters and in exclusive economic 
zones.

JAPAN WITHDRAWS FROM INTERNATIONAL WHALING 
COMMISSION

ENVIRONMENT

5 January, 2019
	 •	The United Nations observed the first official 

World Braille Day on 4th January to create 
awareness about the importance of Braille.

UN’S FIRST-EVER WORLD BRAILLE DAY

IMPORTANT DAYS
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	 •	World Braille Day is celebrated on the January 
4th to honour Louis Braille, who is credited for 
inventing the Braille script.

	 •	Louis Braille was born in France on 4 January 
1809. The World Braille Day is celebrated on 
his Birth Anniversary.

10 January, 2019
	 •	Every year 10th January 

is celebrated as World 
Hindi Day to create 
awareness about the 
language of Hindi 
across the world and to present Hindi as an 
international language.

	 •	The first World Hindi Conference was organised 
in Nagpur on January 10, 1975.

28 January, 2019
	 •	The first-ever International 

Day of Education was 
celebrated on 24 January 
2019 as per the resolution 
passed by the United 
Nations General Assembly 
on December 3rd 2018 to celebrate the role of 
education in development.

	 •	The International Day of Education is aimed at 
underscoring the fact of education not only as 
a fundamental right but also as a necessity to 
achieve sustainable development.

WORLD HINDI DAY

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF EDUCATION

13 January, 2019
	 •	 India celebrates 

National Youth Day 
on January 12 to 
commemorate the 
birth anniversary 
of Swami Vivekananda.

	 •	 The National Youth Day is celebrated on the birth 
anniversary of the Swami Vivekananda so that the 
philosophy of Swami Vivekananda and the ideals 
for which he lived and worked could be a great 
source of inspiration for the Indian Youth.

NATIONAL YOUTH DAY

15 January, 2019
	 •	India  celebrates Army Day 

on January 15. Army Day is 
celebrated to salute the valiant 
soldiers who sacrificed their 
lives to protect the country 
and its citizens.

	 •	The Day is in recognition of Field Marshal 
Kodandera M. Cariappa taking over as the first 
Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army from 
General Sir Francis Butcher, the last British 
Commander-in-Chief of India, on 15 January 1949.

ARMY DAY

24 January, 2019

	 •	The theme of National Girl Child Day 2019 is 
“Empowering Girls for a Brighter Tomorrow”.

	 •	The day is celebrated in India on January 24th 
with an aim to raise awareness about Child Sex 
Ratio (CSR) levels and promote the empowerment 
of girls.

	 •	The key objectives of National Girl Child Day 
include to spread awareness about the declining 
Child Sex Ratio (CSR) in the country and carry 
out campaigns to improve the same; to empower 
the girl children with new opportunities via 
schemes and campaigns; and to create a positive 
environment around valuing the girl child.

NATIONAL GIRL CHILD DAY

25 January, 2019
	 •	As per the 

proposal mooted 
by the Ministry 
of Law and 
Justice, the Union 
Cabinet headed 
by the (2011) 
then Prime Minister approved the proposal to 
celebrate National Voters Day on 25th January.

	 •	India is celebrating 9th National Voters Day on 
25th January 2019 for enhanced participation of 
citizens in the electoral process.

NATIONAL VOTERS DAY
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8 January, 2019
	 •	HD 21749b is the new planet discovered by NASA.
	 •	It is the third new planet discovered by the NASA 

mission, Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite 
(TESS).

NEW PLANET DISCOVERED

4 January, 2019
	 •	China’s Chang’e 4 probe spacecraft has become the 

first spacecraft to land on the far side of the Moon.
	 •	Chang’e 4’s instruments would examine whether the 

impact which created the  Aitken Basin has punched 
through the crust down to the Moon’s mantle layer. 
This will shed light on the early history of our only 
natural satellite.

	 •	The far side of the Moon is never visible from 
Earth because of the phenomenon of tidal locking.

29 January, 2019
	 •	The International 

Holocaust Remembrance 
Day is celebrated every 
year on January 27.

	 •	January 27 marks the 
anniversary of the Allied liberation of the Auschwitz 
death camp in Nazi-occupied Poland, where an 
estimated 1.1 million people died, including 1 million 
Jews.

CHANG’E 4 PROBE ON MOON

INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY

25 January, 2019
	 •	Kalamsat V2 satellite 

is named after former 
President and Indian 
scientist Dr Abdul 
Kalam.

	 •	It is the lightest 
satellite to be ever 
built and launched 
into orbit and it is also ISRO’s first launch of a 
satellite built by a private firm.

	 •	It is a communications satellite for ham radio 
transmission, a form of wireless communication 
used by amateurs for non-commercial activities.

	 •	The satellite is being built by students belonging 
to Space Kidz India, a Chennai-based space 
education firm.

	 •	The satellite cost 1.2m Indian rupees and was 
built during the span of six days.

LIGHTEST SATELLITE BY ISRO NOW IN ORBIT

ISRO LAUNCHES SAMVAD

SCIENCE

2 January, 2019
	 •	Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has 

launched an outreach programme called Samwad 
with Students.

	 •	ISRO’s outreach programme was aimed at motivating 
young India and tapping their scientific potential.

	 •	During the interaction the ISRO Chairmen engaged 
with students on a series of topics ranging from 
rockets, satellites, Chandrayaan, Gaganyaan and 
other space applications.

	 •	The new planet HD 21749b is outside our solar 
system and orbits a dwarf star 53 light years 
away.

	 •	HD 21749b orbits a bright star in the constellation 
Reticulum. It has the longest orbital period of 
all the three discoveries made by TESS.

	 •	HD 21749b orbits its star in a relatively leisurely 
36 days.

	 •	It is predicted that the surface of the new planet 
is likely around 300 degrees Fahrenheit, which 
is relatively cool, given its proximity to its star.

1 January, 2019
	 •	A separate High 

Court will start 
functioning for the 
states of Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh 
from 1st January 
2019.

NEW HIGH COURT FOR TELANGANA

MISCELLANEOUS 
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	 •	The High Court for Telangana is the 25th High 
Court in the country.

	 •	Telangana was carved out of Andhra Pradesh in 2014 
and the two states continued to have a common 
high court in Hyderabad.

2 January, 2019
	 •	The Union 

Home Ministry 
has approved the 
proposal of the 
Uttar Pradesh 
Government to 
rename Allahabad as Prayagraj.

	 •	The government of Uttar Pradesh has said that 
it is restoring the original name of the city.

	 •	The government states that the city was rechristened  
during the reign of Mughal Emperor Akbar. Akbar 
called the city Illahabas, meaning the abode of 
God.

15 January, 2019
	 •	The Traffic Police Department 

of Pune is looking at a 
futuristic model to maintain 

ALLAHABAD RENAMED ‘PRAYAGRAJ’

TRAFFIC ROBOT IN PUNE

2 January, 2019
	 •	 The government 

of West Bengal 
has announced the 
Krishak Bandhu 
scheme to address 
the farm distress in 
the state.

	 •	 The West Bengal government will give annual 
financial assistance of Rs 5,000 per acre in two 
instalments, one during Kharif and another during 
Rabi season.

	 •	 Farmers can also take the financial assistance at 
one go.

	 •	 The scheme also provides for a life insurance 
cover of Rs 2,00,000 in case of death, irrespective 
of the cause, of an earning family member (farmer) 
aged between 18 and 60 years. Framers are 
not required to pay any premium to avail the 
insurance benefit.

KRISHAK BANDHU SCHEME

3 January, 2019
	 •	The Ministry of Railways has initiated several steps 

to promote heritage conservation.
	 •	The conservation measures undertaken by railways 

include a revival of Steam Locomotives, up-
keeping Hill Railways, a special delegation of 

INDIAN RAILWAYS HERITAGE CONSERVATION

powers to Divisions 
for promoting Hill 
and Steam tourism, 
strengthening Railway 
museums, conservation 
of built heritage, 
digitization of Railway Heritage and bringing it 
online for universal access etc.

3 January, 2019
	 •	The Archaelogical 

Survey of India 
(ASI) has declared 
6 monuments as 
Monuments of 
National Importance in 2018.

	 •	The six monuments declared as Monuments of 
National Importance in 2018 include: Old High 
Court Building in Nagpur, Maharashtra; Haveli 
of Agha Khan in Agra; Haveli of Hathi Khana 
in Agra; Neemrana Baori in Rajasthan’s Alwar 
district; group of temples at Ranipur Jharail in 
Odisha’s Bolangir district and Vishnu Temple in 
Kotali, Pithoragarh district, Uttarkhand.

NATIONALLY IMPORTANT MONUMENTS

10 January, 2019
	 •	The Chief Minister of 

Arunachal Pradesh, 
Pema Khandu 
inaugurated India’s 
longest single-lane 
steel cable suspension bridge over Siang River 
in Upper Siang district of Arunachal Pradesh.

	 •	The bridge is 300-metre-long and is also known 
as Byorung Bridge. The bridge will reduce 
the distance between Yingkiong and Tuting in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

	 •	The bridge was constructed under the non-lapsable 
central pool of resources (NLCPR) of Ministry 
of Development of North Eastern Region at a 
cost of Rs 48.43 crore.

INDIA’S LONGEST SINGLE-LANE STEEL 
CABLE SUSPENSION BRIDGE
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31 January, 2019
	 •	UNESCO has 

declared 2019 as 
the International 
Year of the Period 
Table of Chemical 
Elements to commemorate the 150th birthday of 
the Periodic Table of Chemical Elements.

	 •	The Periodic Table of the Chemical Elements 
was first published by Russian scientist Dmitry 
Mendeleve in the year 1869.

	 •	The Periodic Table of Chemical Elements is the 
tabular arrangement of the chemical elements, 
arranged by atomic number, electron configuration, 
and recurring chemical properties.

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE PERIOD TABLE OF 
CHEMICAL ELEMENTS 

27 January, 2019
	 •	 The word Nari Shakti is 

chosen as the Word of the 
Year 2018 by the Oxford 
dictionaries.

	 •	 The announcement regarding this was made in 
the Jaipur Literature Festival (JLF).

	 •	 There was a large spike in the use of word Nari 
Shakti in March 2018 around the Government 
of India’s Nari Shakti Puraskar (Women Power 
Award) held on the International Women’s 
Day.

NARI SHAKTI—NEW WORDS

16 January, 2019
	 •	The world’s first 

television channel 
dedicated to human 
rights was launched 
in London by the 
International Observatory of Human Rights (IOHR).

	 •	This web-based channel would deliver human 
rights issues to audiences in over 20 countries 
across Europe, Latin America and the Middle 
East.

	 •	The Channel would focus on issues like refugees, 
press freedom and the incarceration of journalists, 
extremism, women’s rights, LGBT+ issues and the 
plight of the world’s stateless people.

31 January, 2019
	 •	Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi inaugurated the 
National Salt Satyagraha 
Memorial at Dandi in 
Navsari district, Gujarat.

	 •	The memorial takes 
the visitors step by 

FIRST TV CHANNEL FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

NATIONAL SALT SATYAGRAHA MEMORIAL

21 January, 2019
	 •	The Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has 
inaugurated the 
National Museum 
of Indian Cinema 
(NMIC) at Films Division of India premises in 
Mumbai.

	 •	The museum provides a glimpse of the evolution 
of Indian cinema in a storytelling mode with the 
help of visuals, graphics, artifacts, interactive 
exhibits and multimedia expositions.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF INDIAN CINEMA

28 January, 2019
	 •	India’s fastest 

indigenous train, 
Train 18 named 
as Vande Bharat 
Express will ply 
between Delhi 
and Varanasi.

	 •	Train 18 is an indigenously developed world-class 
train under Make in India.

	 •	Vande Bharat Express is the energy efficient and 
the first locomotive-less train in the country and 
will be fully air-conditioned.

	 •	The train runs on electric traction like Metro trains 
and will start replacing the Shatabdi Express fleet 
from next year.

VANDE BHARAT EXPRESS STARTED

traffic flow and spread awareness about the traffic 
rules.

	 •	They are planning to introduce a robot named 
‘Roadeo’ which would move around city roads, 
functioning as a quasi-traffic policeman and 
cautioning commuters.

	 •	 Two major decisions of the Supreme Court 
contributed to Nari Shakti’s prominence in 2018. 
One was a ban on ‘triple-talaq’ and second, the 
taking down of a rule that disallowed menstrual 
women entry to the Sabarimala temple in Kerala.
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step through visualisation of events to aid them 
in understanding the methodology of Satyagraha, 
which finally led to India’s Independence from the 
British colonial rule.

16 January, 2019
	 •	The City Momentum 

Index of JLL measures 
momentum for 131 
of the world’s most 
commercially active 
cities by tracking a range 
of socio-economic and 
commercial real estate 
indicators.

	 •	This is done over a three-year period to identify 
the urban economies and real estate markets 
undergoing the most rapid expansion.

	 •	Silicon Valley of India, Bengaluru has emerged as 
the world’s most dynamic city among 131 major 
established and emerging business hubs globally.

	 •	Other Indian cities which featured in the top 20 
list are Hyderabad (2nd), Delhi (4th), Pune (5th), 
Chennai (7th) and Kolkata (20th)

WORLD DYNAMIC CITY 2019

REPORTS

9 January, 2019
	 •	Previously called as 

Khelo India School 
Games, it has been 
now renamed as 
Khelo India Youth Games.

	 •	Khelo India Youth Games 2019 are being held at 
Shree Shiv Chhatrapati Sports Complex in Pune.

SCHOOL GAMES RENAMED

SPORTS

18 January, 2019
	 •	Satyarup Siddhanta, 

35-year-old Kolkata 
mountaineer has set 
the world record of 
being the youngest 
to climb 7 highest 
volcanoes, 7 highest mountains in 7 continents 
in 7 years.

SATYARUPA CREATES WORLD RECORD

25 January, 2019
	 •	The South Pole is the 

southernmost point on 
the surface of the Earth 
and is at the centre of the 
Southern Hemisphere. It is 
situated on the continent  
of Antarctica.

	 •	Indian Police Service (IPS) officer Aparna Kumar 
who is on deputation to Indo Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP) become the first woman Indian Police 
Service (IPS) and ITBP officer to successfully 
conquer the South Pole.

SOUTH POLE EXPEDITION COMPLETED

27 January, 2019
	 •	Australian Open which 

is the first of the four 
Grand Slam tennis event 
concluded at Melbourne 
in Australia.

	 •	The Winners of the 
Australian Open 2019 
include Women’s Singles: Naomi Osaka of 
Japan; Men’s Singles: Novak Djokovic of Serbia; 
Women’s Doubles: Samantha Stosur of Australia 
and Zhang Shuai of China; Men’s Doubles: Pierre-
Hugues Herbert and Nicolas Mahut of France; 
Mixed Doubles: Czech Republic’s ora Krejcikova 
and Rajeev Ram of the US.

	 •	Novak Djokovic of Serbia become the first man to 
win seven titles at Australian Open. The victory of 
Naomi Osaka of Japan cements her place as number 
one women singles player of the world.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN 2019

	 •	He is also the first Indian to conquer the seven 
mountain peaks and seven volcanic summits.

29 January, 2019
	 •	 Fast bowler Mohammed Shami has become the 

fastest Indian to claim 100 wickets in One-day 
Internationals.

	 •	  He achieved this feat in his 56th ODI game. 
Mohammed Shami’s wicket number 100 was 
New Zealand opener, Martin Guptill.

	 •	 Mohammed Shami made his ODI debut against 
Pakistan in January 2013 and Test debut against 
West Indies in November 2013.

FASTEST INDIAN TO REACH 100 ODI WICKETS


